Introduction of Scientific Committee on Phytosanitary and Environment
one of the basic commitments of the Czech government and Ministry of agriculture of the Czech republic is to guarantee high level of health protection and to strengthen consumer protection. the Ministry of agriculture of the Czech republic needs to pay a great attention to all stages of agricultural production, processing of products and their distribution and also to consumer behaviour. in this respect, it is necessary to ensure a high level of co-operation from all institutions involved and to struggle permanently for preservation of consumers' confidence. to fulfil the task, the inter-ministerial Food Safety Co-ordination Unit (FSCU) has been established by the Czech government. the primarily objective of FSCU is to co-ordinate the activities of individual ministries and to establish priorities, to ensure mutual co-operation between relevant competent authorities performing official control, scientific committees, consumers and state administration, and to establish co-operation with national food safety institutions in EU Member States and with the European Food Safety authority (EFSa). the Scientific Committee on Phytosanitary and Environment (further 'Committee' only) was established in 2002 in conformity with the Strategy to assure Food Safety in the Czech republic by the Ministry of agriculture of the Czech republic as a scientific panel providing support for decision-making of FSCU and elaborating the scientific opinions for EFSa.
Current President of the Committee is ing. václav Stejskal, Ph.D., from Crop research institute, Prague 6-ruzyně and vice-president is Prof. ing. Jana Hajšlová, CSc., from institute of Chemical technology in Prague. there are other 6 members of the committee from different national research institutes and universities. the committee has been partially embedded into the structure of Crop research institute, Prague.
What are the specific tasks and duties of the Committee? the Committee is to gather information, analyze and predict the problems in the sphere of food safety. the Committee solves problems relate to (1) agricultural production, import and export of agricultural crude materials or products and the phyto-quarantine; (2) food safety problems rising as a consequent disturbances of the environment. the Committee co-operates with European Food Safety authority and creates consecutive security systems. EFSa provides independent consultant service (on scientific basis) to the European Union in the sphere of food safety.
long-time preferences and activities of the Committee include the following areas: (a) Mapping and evaluation of actual risks in various hazard groups (i.e. heavy metals and other inorganic contaminants and additives; residues of modern pesticides and other organic contaminants and additives; Pathogenic bio-contamination; Bio-toxins (i.e. mycotoxins and other natural toxic substances); allergens (arthropods, vertebrata, herbage); Fragments of arthropods and other sorts of adulteration coming from agricultural production in food; Physical bio-contamination; (B) Evaluation of risks of human behaviour (so-called 'human factor') in agricultural works with fertilizers and pesticides, especially 'malpractice' problem; (C) Hazard evaluation (i.e. Quality of various hazards; Quantity of hazards (abundance, frequency); Geographical expansion of hazards (national, international); (D) Conditions analysis (i.e. conditions leading to hazards; searching of condition and alternatives to prevent these hazards: accurate using of pesticides (food contamination due to wrong application of pesticides); (E) Prevention (i.e. monitoring of critical conditions; establishing systems for monitoring of the quality of crude and commodities coming from abroad (developing countries) and residue contamination, legislative changes. initiation of research programs and projects); 
